HOORN – CAPE HOORN

Hoorn as a world city
Hoorn as a world city may sound a bit crazy, but Hoorn also left its traces behind on
the other side of the world. In 1615, Jacob Le Maire sailed with his skipper Willem
Cornelisz. Schouten, looking for an unknown continent (Terra Australis Incognita,
the unknown South country) and a new nautical route to India.
It brought them into life-threatening waters around the southernmost point of South
America, where an average of 200 days a year, storms and 8 meter waves high are no
exception. This point is called, Cape Horn!

At the beginning of the 17th century was, for the Dutch

area: the great South land, that in the opinion of the leading

merchant, the use of the then known South-East nautical

geographers – had to extend South of the three oceans. Tierra

routes to Asia (around the Cape of good Hope or by street

del Fuego or Fireland was part of it and in the South Pacific

Magalaen) reserved for the Dutch East India Company

would be a extending area to in the tropics.

(VOC). The one who whould discover a new route would

In Hoorn, where also the financers were located, two ships

be – for a number of years – given a similar right to the route

equipped and then led by Isaäcs son Jacob as merchant and

found by him and trade areas. The merchant Isaac le Maire

Willem Cornelisz. Schouten as skipper. The smallest of the

wanted try and founded the Austraalse Compagnie or South

two vessels, the Explorer Hoorn, burned in a bay of Patagonia

Compagnie in 1614. The name denoted on a primary target

where the jars were filled and fresh food was taken.
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With the tallest ship, the Eendracht, they continued the trip.

a strait. The land on the west side was given the name Maurits

On 19 January 1616 they sailed at Magelaen Street, which was

land, tha land on the East side was called States (the States

known as the only passage from the Atlantic to the Pacific

General). The street itself was given the name Le Maire Street.

Ocean. That route, however, fell within the patent of the VOC,

On 29th of January they spotted the land southward. That was,

so Le Maire and Schouten continued their way southward

in honor of the city of Hoorn, called Cape Hoorn.

looking for another Strait. The existence of a differ route was

The new islands that they found on the other side of South

long suspected by the Le Maires. Based on stories of Francis

America, were named the Schouten Islands. In October 1616

Drake, who in 1578 near the West exit of Magelaen Street was

Eendracht came to its final destination at Batavia in Java.

blown to the South by a storm and had seen more water than

However, they were not welcomed with open arms. The Dutch

land. On January 24, the Eendracht approached the coast of

Governor Jan Pieterszoon Coen was afraid that the new route

Tierra del Fuego. But on starboard forward, only

would end the monopoly of the Dutch East India Company and
refused to believe that this was found. He confiscated all cargo

But on starboard forward, only an endlessly piece of land to

and sent Schouten and Le Maire home. On 1st of July 1617,

the East seemed to stretch out. It seemed them that Willem

Willem Schouten and his crew arrived after a long trip around

Jansz. Blaeu was right with his map image in which Fireland

Cape of Good Hope again in the Netherlands. Jacob Le Maire

was part of the Great South land. The continuous coastline was

already died on that trip homewards. Schouten sailed once

deceptive. When they sailed furthermore south, an opening

again for the Dutch East India Company and he met Willem

suddenly appeared, where a hard currend was coming out. After

Ysbrandtszoon Bontekoe. Skipper Bontekoe is famous for his

a night anchoring they sailed into the opening, when the tide

journal, which is transcripted into a well-known children’s book;

was reversed. A long swell from the South and whales against the

The ship boys of skipper Bontekoe.

current gave the idea that this is not a dead-end fjord but a likely
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CITY WALK

Hoorn, the city of the boys of

Origin and Past

Bontekoe, from the cozy harbors,
the smell of spices from faraway

Around 1300, Hoorn arises as a settlement of fishermen and farmers, along the dike that

places, from the time of the

protected Westfriesland against the Zuiderzee. Due to its location, Hoorn developed as

Dutch East India Company.

an important trading centre for the inland communities. About the origin of the name,
different theories exist:

For over seven centuries, Hoorn

-

is a beautiful town on the former
Zuiderzee, now the Markermeer.

what used to be described as ‘Horn’.
-

A city with a rich history that
is told through small alleys

Hoorn is the place where the Westfriese Zeedijk makes a kink or angle,
The name Hoorn is, according to old Frisian legends derived from the stepson
of King Radboud, named Hornus.

-

Other stories tell that the name comes from a sign with a post Horn, that in

and squares, monuments and

the beginning of the 14th century was situated on one of the establishments in

facades. Especially the Westfries

the city centre, the Roode Steen.

Museum (Roode Steen) and the
Museum of the 20th century

It took until 1357 before Hoorn itself acquired city rights. Willem 5th, Duke of Beieren,

(Oostereiland) tell the inspiring

Count of Henegouwen, Holland and Zeeland and Lord of West-Friesland, ‘donated’ this

life of the picturesque inhabitants

right at the Horinezen, after payment of 1550 shields (French coins). In the years that

of Hoorn.

followed Hoorn grew and the overseas trade flourished. It could however not last long or
this prosperity provoked enmity. Hoorn got, like so many cities in Holland, entangled in a

Also, a visit to the Steam Tram

struggle for power. Kennemers in Hoorn fought for Jacqueline, Countess of Henegouwen.

Museum (NS-station) reminds

But a group of people from Amsterdam and Haarlem expelled them in the name of Philip

us of the old times. Join Bello to

of Burgundy. He showed his appreciation by donating valuable privileges. To do so, Hoorn

enjoy a trip through the West

thereby fared even better, but again unrest lurked around the corner. Rural conflicts like

Frisian landscape, while towns

the Hook and Cod wars and religious strife fuelled this turmoil. Looting, arson, deposition

like Wognum and Twisk pass by

and even massacres were not spared from the city. The remains of as many as three city

to the rhythm of the locomotive.

ramparts, including the Hoofdtoren, are the silent witnesses of these troubled times. In
addition, the black death also visited Hoorn.

Take a look at the cheese market
on Thursday or browse the
market stalls in the entire city
centre on Saturday.
Enjoy Hoorn!
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In the year 1493, around 1500 souls met their death. Hoorn’s large bloom began at the end
of the 16th century. Located on the sea, in the heart of North Holland, Hoorn was capital
of West-Friesland. But even more important, the so-called Chambers of the United East
India Company (1602-1798) and of the Dutch West India Company (1621-1792) who were
based in Hoorn, as well as the lesser known Nordic company (1614-1642). The Nordic
Company was founded for the whaling trade and was also called company of Spitsbergen.
Hoorn was now a real world city. A city where hundreds of ships docked off and on, for
example to India, to the expensive spices. The Hoornse explorer W.C. Schouten rounded
the southern tip of South America and called it to his city: Cape Hoorn. But also many
ships sailed the seas closer to home. From Norway they took wood and grains from
Poland, in order to resell it later for a nice price to the countries on the Mediterranean Sea.
In a city where shipping played such an eminent role, it is clear that also the shipbuilding
flourished. The Hoornse merchant Liorne developed a new type of vessel: the flute ship.
Liorne had the idea for this ship, allegedly gleaned from the Bible. By following the exact
directions that God had given to Noah for his ark, Liorne came to this design. This ship
sailed faster, was more agile, had fewer crew and could carry a lot more merchandise.
Which sailor has not dreamed of such a ship?
After the 17th century, there came an end to Hoorns prosperity. The streets full of activity
changed into calm and quietness. The city lasted for a long time retaining its luster
appearance, because Hoorn lived on, on the bubble of past glory. But the bubble burst and
poverty was bitter. The once mighty Hoorn was now a poor, sleepy town on the Zuiderzee.
It accepted that it was just the beautiful dream of yesteryear. Not until after World War
II things changed. The city awoke and turned his arrows now not on the sea, but on the
hinterland. That turned out to be a surprisingly good adaptation, because Hoorn became a
service center and got a custodial function for all of Westfriesland.
The tourist industry also started to flourish: Hoorn is
an internationally beloved water sports place and the
beautiful Admiralty buildings, the old warehouses and
stately mansions are true tourist attractions. For the
trade and industry, Hoorn is a the centre of the area
with flourishing horticulture and tourism as the main
selling points.
The Westfriese flower bulbs, of the fields around Hoorn,
travel all around the world. And in that sense, Hoorn is
once again a world city!

The Hoofdtoren of Hoorn
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You start this city walk

This city tour takes you through a beautiful and interesting old part of Hoorn. We start on

at Hotel de Magneet, an

the street Kleine Oost, which, together with the Grote Oost and the West, are the oldest

ideal starting point for your

preserved remained dykes in Hoorn. They are part of the Westfriese Omringdijk which

exploring tour throughout Hoorn.

was built in the 13th century. This dike is broken and flooded over time, on many places,

See citymap (page 3)

1

and parts of it were reclaimed by the former Zuiderzee.
Inland they built a new piece, a raised embankment, called an inland dike. The Westerdijk
is a good example of an inland dike. Before they built the Westerdike as we know it
nowadays, the dyke ran straight ahead of the West to Schardam! – 1390

“Nothing does it profit watch of guards, nor arms
and the great threat of the walls, nor the booming
of the thundering artillery, if thou o God, this city
control and could not protect “,-1578.
You walk left across the Kleine

Facade Text Oosterpoort.

Oost, out of town. At the
end of the street, at Brasserie
Oosterplein, you will see the
Oosterpoort.

The Oosterpoort is the only remaining city gate of
The Oosterpoort

Hoorn, on the Draafsingel around the inner city. The
tower was built in 1578 by Joost Jansz. Bilhamer and in
1601 with a cottage on top. The port is located on the

Go on the footpath on the

former defensive water Draafsingel. The wooden bridge

left of the Oosterpoort, called

that led to the gate was replaced by the current stone

Oosterplantsoen.

arch bridge in 1763.
The port replaced the first Oosterpoort, which on maps
from 1426 and 1615 (of Velius) is presented on the other
end of the Kleine Oost/Grote Oost, and was about 200
meters closer to the town. That port is depicted on the
facing brick of the middle of the Bossuhuizen. Until the
1950s, it was, for all traffic to and from Enkhuizen, the
only access on the East side of the city.

At the end of the footpath

Other gates were the Western gate in Hoorn, Northern

cross the street and go

gate, Gouw gate and Cow gate.

left in the park along the footpath
passed the big Aviary.

The Draafsingel
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You will pass St. Mary’s Tower.

The Maria Tower, build in 1508, stands on a place
where the
city wall still has its original height. Above the ramparts
stood a wall. Both sides of the Maria Tower still show
where the wall stood.
The Maria Tower is a defense tower in late-Gothic
style with loopholes for guns and shooting slots for the
muskets. The Tower owes its name to the
Maria monastery that had to contribute to the defense of
The Mariatoren aside

the city.

Opposite the Maria Tower are 2 ports of the
Guild House: the Saint George Port and the
Saint Sebastian Port.
Ahead of the Maria Tower

At the end of the dike you will

The Koepoortsplein is one of the 4 spots where there used to be a city gate, defending

continue straight ahead, crossing

the city walls. Across the Koepoortsplein, continue crossing the little footbridge called

the Koepoortsplein and over the

Kippenbrug.

little walking bridge, called
“Kippebruggetje”, to

You will reach Munnickenveld.

the Munnickenveld.

Here are the houses no. 2 and no. 10. The two oldest, still
existing and used cottages of Hoorn. Opposite No. 2 you
will see the bagijntjeshof Claes Stapel Hofje. The garden is
accessible but please respect the residents and be silent.
Munnickenveld 2

At the end of the

The base of the Saint Peter’s Hof was laid in 1425, with the aim of placing a monastery on

Munnickenveld cross the

this area. In 1577 it was used as old men home. It also has served as a mad house and as a

Spoorstraat. You’ll be walking

prison. Currently, there are 45 homes for seniors established.

on the Dal on where the Saint
Peters Hof is situated.

The station building is built in a Dutch Renaissance style.The station was put into
operation in 1882. Although much has changed over the years, still a lot of remains are

The route continues through

tangible and preserved! The steam tram is one of Hoorn’s biggest attractions. The most

the Dalto the right, onto the

famous steam locomotive is Bello, from 1914. Experience the old times like it was yesterday!

Veemarkt, towards the Station.
Zie ook de plattegrond
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Between the historic Zuiderzee cities Hoorn and
Medemblik v.v., the steam trams visit villages across the
countryside. Between Enkhuizen and Medemblik v.v.
the museum ship ‘ Friesland ‘ takes you over
the IJsselmeer. Hop on board for the most exciting time
journey by the historical triangle.
Steamtram Bello

At the end of the Veemarkt you

You now walk along the image ‘ The Water bearer ‘ in the direction of the shopping street

turn left in the direction of

Kleine Noord. Halfway you will see the Noorderkerk church or Women’s Church. It is

the small shopping street Kleine

a Hall-church. The original wooden church building ,which was built in 1426, has been

Noord.

replaced. The stone church was built between 1441 and 1519. The Church is located between
the Veemarkt and the Kleine Noord. The choir, on the side of the Veemarkt, was used as a

See citymap
See citymap

10

church service for the poor in the 18th and 19th century. Eye catchers in the church are the
winding stairs and the 17th century choir screen.
Above 3 entrances of the church are many characters. Hourglasses, a candle that just
fades, skull and bones, skeleton, coffin, these are all signs of “momento mori” (reminders
of death). The middle with the sculpture over the door (a skeleton with Scythe, standing
hourglass and ears of corn; anno 1647) carries the text: “In messum immortalitatis”;
meaning something like “Take a look at the crop of immortality”. Above the right door the
text “Hic meta doloris” is shown, meaning such as “here ends the suffering”.

Take a walk over the Kleine Noord

The Grote Noord is the largest shopping street in

that continues into Grote Noord.

Hoorn. When you’ll pass all the shop windows,
check out the facades above the stores.

When you see the shop V&D,
go right in the Nieuwsteeg.

Halfway along the Grote Noord, near the shop
V&D, is a round stone placed into the pavement.
It shows the eight names of spices that were traded by
the Dutch East India Company. The dutch name is
de V.O.C., Verenigde Oost-Indische Compagnie.
Turn right into the Nieuwsteeg. At the end of the
alley you will see a piece of art from T. Menger.

Halsgevels

She placed four images, posted along the route of
the Silent Walk. This walk takes place prior to the Remembrance Day on May 4th.
Afscheid - Farewell
Westerdijk/Hoge Vest

Wanhoop - Despair

Woede - Anger
Westerdijk/Nieuwsteeg

Steun - Support
Grote Noord – In front of
the Franciscuskerk

Geldersesteeg

Anger - T. Menger
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When we arrive on the

From the Westerdijk you have astonishing views on the IJsselmeer and the Theatre

Westerdijk, we will take you left

building of Hoorn. Because of problems in the construction (the 26 m. high stage tower

direction ‘t Visserseiland.

collapsed) the new theater was officially opened in 2004 by our former Queen Beatrix of

See citymap

the Netherlands. From the terrace you have a beautiful view of the skyline of Hoorn.

6

The street on the left is called Achter op ‘t Zand. The people that used to live here, looked

At the end of the footpath

directly on the water. However, in 1775, the port flooded and also a large part of the city,

you can choose to

by a heavy storm. A few years later the dike has been built. From that time the people

enjoy a nice walk on the

looked against the dike. Parallel to the rear of Achter op ‘t Zand, lays the Italian Sea Dike

‘t Visserseiland to the lighthouse

(Italiaanse Zeedijk). This lower dike has been part of the Hoornse waterfront for a very

(30 min.).

long time, without homes on the sea side. When they also built houses on the sea side,
particularly merchants and ship-owners that traded on the Mediterranean, bought a house
there and the name Italian Zeedijk was born.
In the old days, behind the houses on the seaward side of the Italian Zeedijk, there was a
broad Quay with piles of ballast sand for departing ships. Therefore the name Achter op ‘t
Zand (Behind the Sand).

However, we take you left

From the dike, you have a good view on the Oostereiland. From 1662 to 1668 were the

onto the little foothpath dike,

two dams from Achter op ‘t Zand a port enclosed, with dredged spoils from the port

along the Grass port.

increased to islands. This gave rise to the Oostereiland and Visserseiland (Westereiland).
On the Oostereiland were initially some warehouses and later on they built a wharf and
warehouses of the Admiralty. In 1795, the Navy Yard and warehouses were in service of the
Country. In 1817 it was decided to build a house for the poor people and the beggars on the
Oostereiland. In 1828 it became a House of Correction (prison).
The buildings on the island are designated as a national monument. The island itself with

See citymap

3 8 12 15

its quay walls is municipal monument. In 2010-2011, the whole complex is restored and
converted into a tourist information desk, Museum of the twentieth century, Cinema
Island, Historic Dockyard, Brasserie, offices and apartments.

Oostereiland viewed from the dike Achter op ’t Zand
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At the end of the dike, turn left

The Hoofdtoren was actually a defensive work where

towards the Hoofdtoren at the

the Nordic Company was established in 1614, which was

entrance of the harbour.

involved in whaling. In 1662, there was also a factory built

See citymap

2

for melting the whale fat. After 1757, no more ships went to
Greenland – Spitsbergen because of disappointing catches.
Nowadays there is a nice restaurant located in the main
tower.
The Hoofdtoren from Houten Hoofd

The Scheepsjongens van Bontekoe

On the water side of the Tower, is
the wooden jetty, called Houten
Hoofd. The jetty has moorings
of beautiful ships that will make
you feel like you are back in the
golden age. Next to the entrance
of the jetty, the statue of the
three shipsboys of Bontekoe, de
scheepsjongens van Bontekoe”
look from the quay wall over the
water, dreaming about distant
journeys and exciting adventures.

Continue your walk along the

The Veermanskade has beautiful mansions with nice facade’s. Behind the high windows

Veermanskade.

on the ground floor was the storage room. The people lived in the back of the house, and
the 1st floor above it. The house of skipper Bontekoe is on the Veermanskade.

At the end of the Veermanskade

This Hoornse skipper Cornelis Bontekoe wrote a ship’s journal during his journeys for

go over the drawbridge and turn

the V.O.C. It gave a description of the experiences of the skippers, the fears, decisions, the

left on the Korenmarkt.

uncertainties. Johan Fabricius in 1924 wrote a book about it that has become a best seller.
“De Scheepsjongens van Bontekoe”
The Veermanskade
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Over the next bridge you will

On the left you see the little island with the Bierkade. This was the landing point of the

arrive on the Bierkade.

ships that brought beer from German trade cities such as Hamburg and Bremen. Along the
quay are also many cheese warehouses.

At the end of the Bierkade, go

In the middle of the Roode Steen is the statue of one

across the bridge to the left

of the most important people of the Dutch East India

lane called the Appelhaven and

Company, Jan Pieterszoon Coen, the founder of Batavia

through the 1st right, the Grote

in Dutch East Indië. To the left of J.P. Coen is the States

Havensteeg. It brings you on

College from 1632, which now houses the Westfries

the Roode Steen, the square of

Museum. Right in front of the Westfries Museum is

Hoorn.

d’Oude Waegh, where traders could weight their goods.
Today, the cheese market is acted and presented in the
summer on Thursday afternoon and evening.
Together with cheese makers, cheese carriers, cheese
Jan Pieterszoon Coen

girls, traders, farmers and horse-drawn carriage, the
market revives a bit of history.

The story is told that the name, The Roode Steen, is named after the red coloured round
stone that is located besides JP Coen. The stone is colored red because of the blood that was
spilled there during the many judgments in those days. Usually those consisted of chopping
off limbs or, in the case of very serious crimes, the head. The stone on the square is a
replica, fragments of the original can be seen in the Westfries Museum.
Cross the square diagonally

The Grote Kerk is located on the Kerkplein and accomodates the carillon. The City

and walk along Grandcafe the

Carillonneur regularly plays the carillon. The construction of the first church started in

d’Oude Weagh, through the

1405. This church is the fourth church built on this site. Numbers 2 and 3 were burned

Kerkstraat, onto the Kerkplein.

down by a clumsy plumber and lightning strike. At the top of the Church are apartments.

See also the cityplan

Opposite the Church is The Boterhal, one of the most beautiful early reniassance buildings

5 14

from the Netherlands.
Above the brick in the entrance you can see an
image of John the Baptist. It is said that the grooved
stones on both sides of the door have a healing
effect. The building was used as a hospital until
1840. After that it was used as army clothing store
and a place where eggs and butter were traded.
Currently it is in use as an exhibition hall of the
Artists’ Association.

The Boterhal
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If you go left around the Church,

On the Kerkplein, behind the great Church, are two 17th century gates. The gate on the

you will pass the two 17th

right side is the gate of the Admiralty building and the only reminder of the building that

century gates.

has stood here. Around the shield are the letters PPP: Pro Patra Pugno – “I fight for the

fatherland”. -1607
The other gate, left of these, dates back to 1610 and was the access-gate of the old women’s
After continuing around

home.

the church , go left into the
Breestraat and continue the way
through the Schoolsteeg. At the

Arrived on the Grote Oost you will see the

end of the lane you will arrive on

Oosterkerk (or St. Anthonis Church). It was

the Grote Oost. Go left.

the Church of fishermen and sailors.

See plan

Foundation year 1453, with a not so flawless

9

period preceding it.
Two brothers from a pious and wealthy
family had conceived the plan to use their
wealth to spend on building a chapel. It was
Gael and Jan Claesz Block that originally
wanted to build the Cornelis Chapel,
and also started in good spirits with the
preparations. A fight between the brothers
made an end to the coöperation and each
The Oosterkerk

went his own way and in his own chapel.
This led to a significant delay in the building

of the (now both) chapels, so much that the youth made spot poems.

Daer waren twee Gesellen,

There where two guys

Stichtende twee Capellen,

Starting two chappels

Haddens’ haer Buydel wel besien,

But if the have looked in their wallets

Sy hadden genoeg gehad aen ien.

They would have seen that one chapel
was enough

By entering the Oosterkerksteeg
on the right side of the church,

Both chapels came ready in 1453 and as mentioned named after St. Cornelis and Sint

you can see the little square

Anthonis. The last one is the predecessor of the current Oosterkerk. After 30 years, however,

behind the church.

it was demolished to make place for a larger building, now in stone, instead of in wood.

From this point on, continue
your journey across the square

The Oude Doelenkade has many

into the Mallegomsteeg.

centuries-old facades. A part of the rich
merchant houses are dating back to the

It brings you back to the old

17th century. You can see the wealth and

harbour quay at the Doelenkade.

prosperity from the façades of the old

Follow the harbour to the left, up

days wandering around. The business

to the pedestrian bridge called

of ships and cosy terraces in the old

the Ottobrug.

The Oude Doelenkade

harbour, provide a beautiful touristic
attraction for Hoorn.
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Go across the bridge and turn

At the end of the Doelenkade, you cross the pedestrian bridge, the Otto bridge. From this

right.

bridge you have a fantastic view of the houseboats, the old port and the ‘the Karperskuil’
and the new houses that are built around this.
Turn right on the other side of the bridge. This piece of land is undeveloped and offers a
nice view of the old harbor, the harbour for visiting ships/passers-by and the wooden jetty,
called Houten Hoofd.

View from the Baatland on the Veermanskade and the Oude Doelenkade

If you walk along the foothpath all the way around, go straight along the houses on the
Binnenluiendijk. Here is the building where the Dutch West India Company was:Chamber
Hoorn of the Dutch West India Company. The façade from 1629 occupies three buildings.
Today, the lodge of the Freemasons is located here. Next to it stands a house from 1624, a
typical Dutch merchant’s House from the golden age.
Turn back over the Ottobrug and
continue with the houseboats
on your righthand, over the
Slapershaven
See the citymap

The Bossu-huizen

13
On the corner of the Grote Oost and the Slaperhaven are the Houses of Bossu. These
three 17th century homes have an ongoing illustrated facade.
Lines of text and reliëfs are shown on here. In words and pictures the battle of the West
Frisians and the Watergeuzen against the Spanish fleet led by the count of Bossu. In 1573
the fight went down in history as the battle on the Zuiderzee.
Bossu lost, was captured and imprisoned for three years at the Orphanage in the Korte
Achterstraat (behind the Hema).

You have walked through a beautiful piece of history
of Hoorn. We hope you have enjoyed this. Across the
bridge is the starting point of the hike.
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The battle on the Zuiderzee
A simple townmayor knows to motivate his Watergeuzen
that are led by Ruychaver, in such way, that after five long
days and nights of bitter struggle the Spanish Admiral
Bossu can be captured. For the Duke of Alva that is the
moment to surrender. The Spanish duke underestimated
the Watergeuzen. It is his downfall. Instead of fighting for
half a year, not even six years got him closer to get those
stubborn Westfriezen under his command. His Treasury
is almost empty. The Spanish beat the Geuzen fleet on the

Hertog van Alva

Haarlemmermeer, and Haarlem can be no longer supplied
and needs to surrender mid-July 1573. But the tide is turning in favor of the rebels. The
Spanish soldiers crawling away after a failed siege of Alkmaar, where the Geuzen put holes
in the dikes and flooded the land. The Watergeuzen now block every main waterway as
the Schelde, the Rijn, ‘t IJ and the Zuiderzee. The Duke of Alva is now in serious financial
problems. He decides to counterattack.
14th september 1573, the Watergeuzen are under siege by the Spanish fleet. Alva would like
to dislodge the enemy on the Zuiderzee, but due to bad weather he should postpone his plan
a few weeks. This gives the Watergeuzen the opportunity and ability to strengthen their
defensive works, such as to restore at Schellingwoude.
On the 1st October the Spanish are to leave Amsterdam with
eighteen ships. Sinkships are blocking the passage, but still
they find a way through. The ships of the Watergeuzen, led by
Cornelis dirkszoon Mayor of Monnickendam are patrolling at
Pampus and sailing to Marken, trying to lure Bossu back to open
water. Bossu returnes back to Amsterdam.
Admiraal Bossu

On October 5th, Bossu re-appeared and clashed with the fleet of
Noord-Holland. For the first time they shoot at each other. The
Watergeuzen have more ammo and more ships than Bossu and
therefore try to swarm the boats of their enemy for a man to man
fight. But the Spanish ships keep away. Because of the shooting,
entry is made impossible on the first day. On both sides are many
casualties.

Cornelis Dirkszoon

The battle is undecided.
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In the next days, the wind is unfavorable to enter. Only on Sunday 11th October, the wind
is changing in a favorable direction for the Watergeuzen for an attack on the Inquisition,
the flagship of the enemy. Cornelis Dirkszoon replaces his navigator who wants to flee at
the last minute.
The Inquisition runs out on a sandbar in Wijdenes after which
the Geuzen enter the Inquisition. The fight lasts until the
following afternoon. Cornelis Dircksz gets hurt during the battle
on the Zuiderzee. Skipper Jan Floor takes over the command.
Jan Haring makes himself memorable for Hoorns’ history by
cutting the admirals flag loose and raise the Princes’ flag. Whilst
Jan Haring

climbing down, a shot hits him in the chest. Hedrops dead into
the sea. His friends get him out of the water and carry him, after

the fighting ended, in an open coffin to the Town Hall, where many pay tribute to him, the
last tribute. The admirals flag is hung in the Church (Grote Kerk).
The Watergeuzen are winning the fighting because from the nearby town Hoorn, new
troops and ammunition gets supplied. When the Spanish commanders recognize that they
are going to lose the fight, they flee to the safe haven of Amsterdam.
Eventually the only ship that is left behind is the Inquisition. Cornelis Dirksz. takes it on
12 October 1573, three days after the victory at Alkmaar, Commander Bossu of the Spanish
fleed is captured. The captured soldiers are exchanged for men taken by the Spaniards after
Haarlem. Maximiliaan de Hennin, the Lord of Bossu, and guardian of Holland, Zeeland
and Utrecht see that more and more of ‘his’ country end up in the hands of the rebels.
Bossu disappears for three years behind bars of the orphanage in the Korte Achterstraat
in Hoorn. After the Pacification of Gent in 1576 he crosses to the other side and joins the
rebelions.
In the Westfries Museum in Hoorn on the Roode
Steen are the Gold drinkingcup and two huge
swords of Bossu.
Amsterdam Remains blocked until 1578, making
the economy of the West-Frisian cities flourish.

Memorial stone at the Korte Achterstraat
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